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• Air Quality Forum
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San Juan Air 
Quality Forum

• Goal is to increase participation, education and collaboration

• May 29, 2008 in Durango

• Support from EPA Air Toxics Grant, San Juan Public Lands Center,
and Fort Lewis College (facilities)

• 59 participants (concerned citizens, local government, state and tribal 
agencies, federal scientists, non-profits and industry) 

• Presentations etc. available on MSI website

• 2009 Plans - possible 2 day event

Day 1:  Air Quality 101

Day 2:  Air Quality Forum 

• Aim to further increase participation, including State of Colorado & 
Local Public Health Agencies

• Could it take on the role of the annual meeting of the 4CAQTF??







Mercury 
Advisory 

Committee (MAC)
Proposed to:

• Continue the work of the Task Force related to 
mercury.

• Collaboratively and strategically plan for and implement 
special studies, long-term monitoring, mitigation 
activities, and educational outreach. 

• In this manner, the efforts of different groups and 
agencies will be coordinated and not overlap 
unnecessarily. 

• Please fill out a survey today!





Mercury Studies
Mountain Studies Institute – ongoing
2007

• Bulk deposition measured at Molas Pass near Silverton, CO 
• Mercury in lake zooplankton - 2007 synoptic survey of 28 lakes
• Mercury in lakes sediments (4 lake cores analyzed so far)
• 2007 preliminary results report and presentation on MSI website

• Continue bulk deposition sampler until USFS begins to operate a long-term 
“Mercury Deposition Network” sampler on Molas Pass starting October 08

• Continue zooplankton mercury monitoring – focus on 15 lakes but samples 
twice over summer

• Sediment cores of Vallecito Reservoir
• Pilot study – effect of fire on mercury in Vallecito area
• Partnership with CU Boulder
• Received funding from SUIT Gaming Grant for MSI to work with SUIT intern & 

Pine River Watershed Group with focus on Vallecito (looking for intern for 
2009!)

2008



Mercury Studies II
Pine River Watershed Group –

• Event sampler for 2007 summer wet deposition at Vallecito Reservoir

• Back trajectory modeling (estimate source of the storm)

• Some analysis of mercury in Vallecito Reservoir water & watershed inputs

• Presented results at Air Quality Forum & La Plata County Commissioners

Human Hair Study –

• Hair samples of women of child-bearing age

• Dr. Richard Grossman

Mesa Verde National Park –
• “Mercury Deposition Network” Long-Term Wet Deposition Sampler

State of Colorado –

• Testing of game fish in selected water bodies (fish tissue study – mercury 
fish consumption advisories)



Mercury Studies III
Future Studies

Sources of Mercury Deposition for Mesa Verde National Park
• Funded by NPS for 2009-2010

• Collaboration of MSI, Win Wright, and Mesa Verde NP

• Analysis of existing deposition and meteorological data to estimate 
source of mercury in wet deposition.

Ecological Effect of Mercury Deposition on Mesa Verde National Park
• Funded by NPS for 2009

• Collaboration of MSI & Mesa Verde NP, possibly others

• Pilot study to investigate bioaccumulation of mercury in select wildlife 
species



• Adopted February 2007

• Public Hearing on Sept. 18, 2008 about monitoring, record keeping and 
reporting requirements of the Rule

• Under the agreement, two of the largest units will reduce emissions 80 
percent by 2012, while the remaining 23 units have until 2014 to reach 
the 80 percent reductions target. Ultimately, coal-fired power plants in 
Colorado must cut their mercury emissions 90 percent by 2018.

Mercury Policy
No federal policy yet but…

Colorado’s Electric Utility Mercury Reduction Rule

A very positive step toward protecting the quality of our air, but 
collaboration, education, and research/monitoring are still critical.



Thanks to:
4CAQTF, 

AQ Forum Participants, 
& MSI’s Air Quality Funders!

Major Funders:
U.S. EPA Region 8 – Regional Geographic Priorities Air Toxics Grant

San Juan Public Lands Center (USFS/BLM) 

Additional Supporters:
Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forest 

San Miguel County, Colorado 
Telluride Institute 

Fort Lewis College (facilities)


